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For immediate release								October 26, 2026

Business must have a seat at the table in shaping Wessex devolution

An open letter from the Wessex region accredited Chambers of Commerce - Business West, Dorset Chamber and Somerset Chamber of Commerce

The Government's commitment to extending devolution and giving more powers and funding to local areas presents a once in a generation opportunity to strengthen the economies of the South West.

Across Somerset, Dorset and Wiltshire and the wider Wessex area, businesses are the engine of growth. They create jobs, drive investment, develop skills and generate the tax revenues that fund local public services.

Yet too often, decisions that directly affect business growth are made without meaningful engagement with the business community.

As the accredited Chambers of Commerce representing thousands of businesses across the Wessex region, we welcome the Government's recognition that decisions on economic growth, transport, skills, infrastructure and investment are often best made closer to the communities they serve.

However, devolution will only succeed if business is embedded in decision making from the outset.

The proposed devolution arrangements must not become a discussion solely between central Government and local authorities. If the purpose of devolution is to create stronger local economies, then the voices of the businesses that power those economies must be central to the process.

Our members consistently tell us that there remains a significant gap between the ambitions expressed in local growth strategies and the day-to-day experience of businesses seeking to invest, recruit, expand and create jobs. Too often, businesses find themselves consulted after key decisions have already been made rather than being involved in shaping priorities from the beginning.

This is particularly important at a time when many firms across our region are facing challenges linked to planning delays, infrastructure constraints, skills shortages and barriers to investment. Addressing these issues requires more than political structures. It requires the practical insight of employers who experience these challenges every day.


The British Chambers of Commerce network has long argued that business insight must be built into local decision making and not treated as an afterthought. We strongly support that principle.

The creation of any future Wessex devolution arrangement must include a formal and meaningful role for business. Chambers of Commerce stand ready to help bridge the gap between policy and delivery through our unrivalled understanding of local economies and our real time business intelligence.

This is not about creating another layer of consultation. It is about ensuring that decisions affecting growth are informed by those who create jobs, attract investment and generate prosperity within our communities.

The South West has enormous economic potential. From advanced engineering and clean energy to food production, defence, tourism, creative industries and professional services, our businesses are already driving growth across the region.

Devolution provides a significant opportunity to unlock that potential further. But it will only deliver lasting benefits if local leaders work alongside the business community as genuine partners.

We, therefore, call on local authorities, prospective devolution partners and Government to ensure that business has a clear and influential voice in the development and governance of any future Wessex devolution settlement.

Growth cannot be done to business. It must be done with business.

Yours faithfully,

Douglas Ure
Chief Executive
Business West

Ian Girling
Chief Executive
Dorset Chamber of Commerce

David Crew
Managing Director
Somerset Chamber of Commerce
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